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MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 
FALL CONFERENCE 2003 
CONNECTIONS MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2003 
8:30-4:00 
LANSING CENTER, LANSING, M I 
Keynote Speaker: 
Christopher Paul Curtis 
Author ofNewbery Award winning The Watsons go to Birmingham, 1963 and Bud, Not Buddy 
It's all about connections! Everything we do inside and outside our classrooms involves them. The 
connections we make that both inspire and support us in our journeys have lasting and far-reaching effects. 
We do this without acknowledging it-even to ourselves. It's time to pause, recognize, and celebrate the 
interconnectedness of learning. 
Consider our own personal connections­
with our students, each other, ourselves 
with the profession, with our reading and writing, with pedagogy and research. 
Connections we help our students form-
with literature, with writing, with their peers, with mentors 
with other classrooms, with the world outside of the classroom. 
Tell us how connections serve you and/or your classroom. We invite proposals that look at the many ways we 
can form connections and how those connections nurture and invigorate our teaching. 
Presentations will be fifty minutes long and may involve varying modes: lecture/discussion, demonstration, 
or workshop. If you would like to propose a conference session, please fill out and return the proposal form 
on the reverse side of this page to 
Dr. Susan Steffel 
4521 Oakwood Drive 
Okemos, MI 48864. 
MeTE does not provide honoraria or expenses. All presenters must register for the conference. 
COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH FALL CONFERENCE 
TO PRESENT 
TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 
Person Submitting Proposal 
Name 
Institution/District Position: 
Summer Address City, State, Zip 
Day Phone Evening Phone 
Fax E-Mail 
Co·Presenters 
Name 
Institution/District Position: 
Name 
Institution/District Position: 
Name 
Institution/District Position: 
Name 
Institution/District Position: 
Presentation Title: ____________________________ 
Audience for the Presentation (check all that apply) 
Early Elementary Later Elementary Middle School 
High School College All Levels 
Abstract: On a separate sheet of paper, type your title, presenters' information, and your abstract. Describe the 
content of your 5()..minute presentation in no more than 100 words. This abstract will appear in the program booklet 
and may be edited. 
Please note the following items! 
AudloNisual: An overhead projector and a screen will be provided. Any additional AlV equipment will be available at 

the expense of the presenter. 

Handouts: Presenters are responsible for copy work and any related expenses. 

Resumes: Upon notice of acceptance, presenters must submit resumes in order to remain on the program. 

Questions or Information? Contact Susan Steffel at (517) 349-3304 or steff1 sb@cmich.edu. 

Mail proposal with resume(s) postmarked by July 1.2003 to: Susan Steffel, 4521 Oakwood Drive, Okemos, MI 

48864 Before mailing, be sure to read and sign the statement found at the top of this application form. 
MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Julia Reynolds 
Aquinas College/Michigan State University 
jmrliteracy@aoLcom 
President-Elect 
Sue Steffel 
Central Michigan University 
susan.steffel@cmich.edu 
Vice-President 
Jill VanAntwerp 
Grand Valley State University 
vanantwj@gvsu.edu 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Ray Lawson 
Rochester High School 
rlawson48309@yahoo.com 
Past President 
Greg Shafer 
Mott Community College 
gshafer@mcc.edu 
College Chair 
Julie Mix 
Wayne State University 
j.mix@wayne.edu 
Secondary School Chair 
Maureen Baker 
Tri-County High School 
mbaker@tcs.maisd.com 
Middle School Chair 
Kathy Vogel 
Crossroads Middle School 
KVogel@nvps.net 
Elementary School Chair 
Yvonne Cofer 

Detroit Public Schools (Retired) 

LAJM Co-Editor 
Jonathan Bush 
Western Michigan University 
jbush@wmich.edu 
LAJM Co-Editor 
Allen Webb 
Western Michigan University 
allen.webb@wmich.edu 
MET Co-Editor 
Mary Hall 
Star International Public Charter 
ShamarPub02@aol.com 
MET Co-Editor 
Troy Hicks 
Michigan State University 
hickstro@msu.edu 
Public Relations/SLATE 
Fred Barton 
Michigan State University 
bartonf@msu.edu 
Michigan Department of Education Liaison 
Lynnette VanDyke 
English Language Arts Consultant 
VanDykeL@michigan.gov 
Regional Coordinators 
Region I 
Janice Schmidt 
Fordson High School 
schdtjn@aol.com 
Aggie Kubrak 
Wayne County RESA 
kubraka@wcresa.kI2.mi.us 
Region II 
Ann Ransford 
Caro High School 
aransford@centurytel.net 
Region III 
M. Diane Benton 
Greenhills School 
dbenton@greenhillsschool.org 
Heidi Estrem 
Eastern Michigan University 
estrem@online.emich.edu 
Stella Allen 
Greenhills School 
sallen@greenhillsschooLorg 
Region IV 
Nancy Joseph 
Oakland University 
joseph@oakland.edu 
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Region V 
Mary Anna Kruch 
Williamston Middle School 
Kruchma@aol.com 
Rita Maddox 
Gratiot-Isabella RESD 
wjmaddox I @attbi.com 
Region VII 
Denny Paradee 
Academy of Court Reporting 
paradee@comcast.net 
Region VIII 
Arlene Clark 
West Ottawa High School 
thsamcO 1@westottawa.k12.mi.us 
Vikki lobe-Cooper 
Ottawa Hills High School 
afromom2@aol.com 
Region IX (Temporary) 
Maureen Baker 
Tri-County High School 
mbaker@tcs.maisd.com 
Region X 
Toby Kahn-Loftus 
Central Michigan University 
tobyteach@aol.com 
Region XI 
Tom Hyslop 
Northern Michigan University 
thyslop@nmu.edu 
Michigan Youth Arts Festival Co-Liaisons 
Linda Denstaedt 
Clarkston Public Schools (Retired) 
ldenstaedt@ameritech.net 
Richard Porritt 
Clarkston High School 
porritre@clarkston.k12.mLus 
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LANGUAGE ARTS JOURNAL OF MICHIGAN 
THE SCHOLARLY JOURNAL OF THE 
MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 
CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS 
FALL/WINTER 2003 
CELEBRATING TEACHING IN MICHIGAN 
We intend to make this issue a celebration of the voices of English language arts in Michi­
gan. We encourage teachers of all levels to share their stories of teaching. We are particu­
larly interested in stories and articles that contextualize teaching within our state as well as 
those that encourage discussion about 
Michigan culture, literature, and writing. 
We also, however, encourage articles that 
exemplify strong teaching of English 
language arts within Michigan -- practices 
of teaching literature, writing, and language 
that deserve celebration. 
Deadline: July 15,2003 
SPRING/SUMMER 2004 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Submit Manuscripts to: 
Jonathan Bush 
Language Arts Journal ofMichigan 
Department of English 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5331 
jbush@wmich.edu (preferred) 
How do we best prepare new teachers of English language arts? And how do we best 
support those teachers once they are teaching? How can experienced teachers continue to 
develop their careers and teaching knowledge? What effect have federal and state mandates 
had on our profession as teachers of English language? And how can we best lobby for 
effective support from local, state, and federal agencies and organizations? 
These are just a few of the questions we seek to consider in this issue. We are particularly 
interested in learning about school or district projects that support teaching. Discussions 
about technology, reading, testing, or other key issues in contemporary teaching are 
encouraged. We also encourage narratives from experienced teachers describing their own 
means of staying 'on top' of our field. 
Deadline: January 15,2004 
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